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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Dear Sir/f Madam
INVOLVEMENT OF MISSIO DEI EDUCATION AT LANGEBAAN PRIMARY SCHOOL

We hereby want to acknowledge and motivate the importance of Missio Dei Education at our
school. Let us start by giving a short background of our school and community.

Langebaan has a proud history of humble, mainly Coloured fisherfolk eking out an existence of
hard work, resourcefulness amidst scarcity, true to the family values of marriage, rearing their
children, securing their education despite the scourge of poverty and social pathology which
hovers, co-morbidly over its future.

About 40 years ago, when our school first came into existence, one could count on your fingers
the number of Coloured families scattered near one another, taking their small, privately owned
fishing boats out to sea to bring home the catch of the day which would put bread and other
essentials on the table and hopefully be added to a small kitty for much-treasured pipe-dreames,
for example, a wedding dress, a bicycle, perhaps a car, a deposit towards a family home which
could eventually be paid off via a home loan.

In fime, as more white families migrated towards Langebaan and established small and bigger
businesses, the fown boomed and flourished into the very lucrative and popular tourist attraction
which it still is foday. Needless to say, the labour of mainly Coloured folk was essential for the
growth and development of the town.

Sadly, economic prosperity did not bring into its wake equal opportunities in business, urban
development regarding property ownership, educational and job opportunities. There was no
parallel escalation of housing into the more aesthetic areas of Langebaan and no political clout
to back up the demands and aspirations and needs of the Coloured community. This culture of
poverty confinues to breed social pathologies for example teenage pregnancies, drug abuse,
primary and high school drop-out rates, overcrowded housing, juvenile delinquency
characterized by theft, robberies, break-ins and assaults.

Social demographics also changed significantly in the nineties, however, integrated housing
principles and procedures have resulted in over-crowding, the illegal erection of backyard
shacks, the illegal establishment of alcohol and drug-peddling outlets which exacerbate the sky-
high social pathologies and crime statistics.
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Langebaan Primary School has a history of having been a stable and dependable icon where
diverse learner, family and community activities have joined hands and formed stable
partnerships which benefitted the entire community. It has and continues to be a hub of diverse
inter-cultural activities where sport, education, religious recreational and other experiences are
exchanged, despite the varying degrees of poverty and pathology which permeates the falbric
of its society.

It is critical that the school should remain stable and the redeeming all-round educational
institution and community icon that it has been through the years. We all know that Covid-19
had a huge impact on education around the world. The literacy and numeracy levels of our
learners drop significantly. The Western Education Department and the school itself came up
with intervention strategies to improve these levels. An angel also came in the form of Missio Dei
Education to help our school to improve our literacy and numeracy levels in the Foundation
Phase.

Missio Dei Education started in August 2023 at our school. A third of the grade 2 and 3 learners
were expose to extra Language and Mathematics classes; four days a week. This extra classes
help to improve the levels of the learners in a short time.

Missio Dei also introduce our grade 2 and 3 learners as well as our teachers to “Eye Dynamics”
this year. This entails that the learners’ eyes are not strong enough fo follow the words when they
read. Appropriate exercises were infroduced to both teachers and learners. Our grade 2 and 3
educators also got time now fo do more individual work with learners while a third of their
learners are with the Missio Dei teachers.

We are really grateful for Missio Dei Education to be part of our learners’ education. Their
involvement helped to bridge the gap that Covid-19 created. The passion of their educators is
also an inspiration for our teachers to make a meaningful contribution towards the future of our
learners. Missio Dei also help to prepare our grade 3 learners for the WCED systemic test, which
will be administered in October 2024. We are eager to see the improvement in this test, because
of the involvement of Missio Dei. The teachers also get a detail individual report of all the learners
involved at the end of the term. They can see the improvement of every child.

In conclusion, we hope that Missio Dei can help our school for the next five years, to put the
literacy and numeracy levels in grade 3 above 60% (It's now between 35-45%).

Please also note that our school has also 99% Black Beneficiaries as per Amended Code Series
100 of the Amended Codes of Good Practice issued under Section 9(1) of B-BEE Act No 53 of
2003 as Amended by Act No 46 of 2013.

We thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

M. L. Davids
Principal
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